
 

Critical & Creative Thinking (CCT) 
Lesson Plan - Kindergarten to Year 4 

‘Sketch Your Imagination’ 

 
In this lesson students will expand their imagination and develop their creative thinking skills by elaborating 

on an idea through drawing. 

 

CCT skills (adapted from the Australian Curriculum‟s CCT Learning Continuum)  

 

 use imagination to create things in new ways  

 add detail to basic ideas, making thoughts and products more complex and intricate  

 

CCT dispositions (derived from the Australian Curriculum‟s description of dispositions)  

 

 the student is broad and adventurous in their thinking  

 the student is not afraid of making mistakes and is persistent  

 

CCT vocabulary – imagination, perspectives, elaboration  

 

You will need: electronic whiteboard, YouTube access, class set of A4 whiteboards with markers (or 

pencils and paper), PDF file of „CCT Cruncher – Sketch Your Imagination‟ activity card.  

 

Lesson sequence  

 

1. Display the CCT Cruncher poster „Sketch Your Imagination‟ (PDF attached) on the electronic 

whiteboard. Read the instructions for today‟s activity. Stop when you get to „imagination‟. 

Write „IMAGINATION?‟ on the whiteboard. NB - the word „image‟ is similar to 

imagination. Ask: what‟s an image?  

 

2. Ask: Has anyone ever said to you “Stretch your imagination” or “Use your imagination”. 

What do you think they mean when they say that? Ask: Has Mum or Dad, or a teacher, ever 

read you a story without showing you the pictures? What was happening in your brain/mind 

while you were listening to the story? What happens in your brain when you make up your 

own stories? Practice it now – close your eyes and imagine a short story.  

 

3. So, what is imagination? Discuss and decide on a class definition or description for 

„imagination‟. (Example answers – It’s like making a movie in your mind or It’s seeing 

pictures in your mind that you haven’t seen before.)  

 

4. View an episode of Mr Squiggle. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNll00NXzB8 Marvel 

at Mr Squiggle‟s creations! Notice how he gets the „picture‟ in his mind first, and then he 

draws on paper what he imagined. (! CCT point to remember: Good ideas always start in the 

imagination.)  

 

5. Write the word „PERSPECTIVES?‟ on the board. Did you notice that sometimes Mr Squiggle 

would look at the squiggles from an upside down position? Sometimes it‟s helpful to look at 

something from a different angle.  

 

6. Write the word „ELABORATION?‟ on the board. Did you notice that Mr Squiggle‟s 

drawings were never boring? How did he make his pictures so unusual and interesting? 

Example answer: He kept adding more and more detail. We call this elaboration.  



 

7. Draw three random squiggles on an A4 whiteboard and show the class. Invite students to look 

at the squiggles and imagine turning them into one picture that tells a story - just like Mr 

Squiggle! (If some students are not getting ideas rotate the A4 whiteboard slowly and look at 

the squiggles from four different perspectives or viewpoints.)  

 

8. Invite a student to create a picture from the squiggles (in front of the class) describing aloud 

what is happening in their picture. (Make sure all three squiggles are used to make one 

picture/theme - that is, not three different pictures.) Ask the class if anyone would like to add 

more details to the picture (that is, use elaboration). Would anyone else like to add even more 

details to the picture?  

 

9. Work in pairs and follow the instructions on the CCT Crunchers activity poster (including 

extensions) and take turns drawing the squiggles for each other. Remind the class that this is 

not a drawing lesson – it is a creative thinking lesson. It doesn‟t matter if you‟re drawing isn‟t 

perfect. What matters is that you come up with highly creative ideas by using your 

imagination.  

 

10. Conclusion: Revise the definitions of imagination, perspectives and elaboration.  

 
Once students have mastered the concepts of imagination, perspectives and elaboration encourage them to practice this activity regularly at 

school and at home - as this will boost their creative thinking skills. For best long-term results students should practice this activity daily for 
5 minutes.  
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